
Assignment 1 

Scientific Communication Skills – Fall 2016 
 

2. I found The Joy of Stats video informative and very relevant to the world today, as most 
people do not consider statistics an important part of their day-to-day life.  Statistics has 

a reputation among students and adults as a challenging, obscure branch of 
mathematics that one just needs to push through.  However, statistics is not generally 

presented in as understandable and entertaining a manner as in this video.  When 
statistics is better explained, especially through the use of graphs, visual aids, and the 
3D drawings used in the video, it is easier to comprehend and to apply to one’s 
everyday life.  I definitely think it should be applied more liberally.  As I followed the 
party primaries in the United States and the referendum on European Union 
membership in the United Kingdom, I noticed that many voters tended to ignore facts 
such as statistics.  I think statistics and budgets explained using some of the same 
understandable techniques as in the video would result in more beneficial and 

scientifically sound policy decisions.  On a more personal level, the video made me 

realize the variety of data that can be collected and some of the new things that it is 
being used for.  It is exciting to be a part of a generation that has all this information 

waiting for statistical analysis at our fingertips. 
 
3. 

1. to support students’ research and education 
2. 2-3 times a week 
3. no 
4. yes 

a. ebsco host for research assignments 
b. search for books in circulation 

5. The job of a scientist is, in the most general sense, to be constantly questioning why 

and how things are the way they are. 
6. I would measure the productivity of a scientist by not only the number of 

publications, but also the number of studies they replicate and either question or 
support.  In my opinion, while new research measured by number of publications is 

given its due significance in determining funding, not enough attention/funding has 
been given to confirming or refuting previous studies. 

7. In 10 years I will have been a medical school graduate for 5 years (hopefully).  I am 
interested in a surgical or pediatric specialty, so I hope to be close to finishing a 
residency program. 

a. I will need the ability to retain a lot of information as well as use it to 
critically analyze situations and/or data to determine the best option for a 

patient.  I will also need to communicate clearly with patients, fellow 
doctors, and other hospital/office staff.  

b. I avidly read and listen to not only scientific papers but also magazines such 
as The Economist to have a well-rounded knowledge of world politics, 

economics, and finance. 



8. I believe my biggest challenge will be interacting with people so often and for such 

long periods of time, since I am generally fairly introverted. 
9. Yes.  I have been a part of the marching band percussion section and percussion 

ensembles for the past four years, led by Dr. Baker, who is writing one of my letters 
of recommendation.    

 
4. I looked through a Science (Immunology) journal issue.  This journal focuses on 

 publications about parts of the immune system, including new basic research into the  
 function of certain proteins and investigations into the mechanisms of specific diseases 
 such as cancer, influenza virus, and autoimmune diseases. 


